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Brow Presentation with Mentoposterior Mec hanism at Birth.— Leo 
( Zlachr. j. Gcb. u. Gyn., 1906, lviii, Heft 1) reports the case of a primipara, 
aged 'nineteen years, who had a flattened pelvis. She came into spon¬ 
taneous labor, when it was found that the anterior fontaneUe was in 
front, and that the case waa developing as a brow, the chin being behind. 
Under good uterine contraction the birth was spontaneous with the 
following me chanism : First, appeared the anterior comer of the right 
parietal bone, followed by the forehead and face, and then by the chin. 
Finally the occiput passed under the symphysis by the sinking of the 
head. The child was well developed, with normal measurements. 
The case is reported to show that posterior rotation of the chin is not 
always a positive indication that spontaneous labor cannot occur. Such 
cases as that reported usually happen when the cavity of the pelvis is 
capacious. Brow presentation results from flattening of the mother’s 
pelvis, and also from relaxation and protrusion of the abdomen. The 
persistence of the brow presentation is observed because the child be¬ 
comes fixed in the pelvis in this position. The fact that rotation does 
not occur is explained by the great distention and capacity of the soft 
parts. As normal children have been bom with this mechanism the 
obstetrician should not immediately interfere in all cases. 


The Cause of Labor.— Kehrer (Archiv j. Gyn., 1906, bodx, Heft 3) 
has studied the period of gestation in other than human animals. He 
finds that this varies from twenty-one days in the rat to six hundred and 
twenty-five days in the elephant. The duration of pregnancy is about 
the same in the human animal and the cow. In cold-blooded animals 
the duration of gestation, and the development of the young outside 
the womb, varies much more than among the warm-blooded. The 
duration of gestation corresponds to that period in which the young 
individual attains its greatest development. As probable causes of 
birth are mentioned the irritation of the uterus through mechanical 
pressure and the mature foetus. Changes in the foetal Hood produce 
irritating substances which, passing into the blood of the mother, imi¬ 
tate the uterine nerves, producing contraction. At the latter portion 
of gestation there is a hyperemia of the genital tract which has rhythmic 
periods of increase. Labor usually occurs at one of these. Foetal 
movements also seem potent in exciting labor. 

The Treatment of Puerperal Septio Infection with Paltauf’s Streptococcic 
Serum.— Bup.kiap.d (Archiv f. Gyn., 1906, lxxix, Heft 3) reports 
50 cases of infection treated by streptococcic serum. Paltaufs is_ a 
polyvant serum, obtained from horses which have been given increasing 
doses of streptococci. In these cases the diagnosis was made by ex- 
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amining the lochia and the blood for streptococci. The serum was 
injected first into the mfradavicular spaces, and later into the anterior 
aspect of the thighs in doses of 100 c.c. Patients also received intra- 
utenne douches of alcohol, while puerperal ulcers received applications 
witfi tincture of iodine and peroxide of hydrogen. The application of 
cold by packs and ice was also practised, but antipyretic drugs were not 
given. Vagmal douches were administered, as the effect of the treat¬ 
ment seemed to be to increase vaginal secretion. In about one-half 
me cases the patient suffered from an irritating nnd annoying urticaria 
home pahenU had pains in the joints. The eruption and pain usually 
subsided in five days or less after the injection. It could not be posi¬ 
tively proved that the eruption was caused by the serum, as it was often 
seen in cases in which the serum was not employed. In 29 cases having 
pure streptococcic infection there were no deaths. In the whole serira 
of 50 cases there were six deaths, two of them being mi xed infection 
two of streptococcic infection, one in which the bacteriological diagnosis 
was uncertain, and one in which bacteriological examination was not 
made. One of the cases was placenta pnevia, frequently examined by 
a doctor and midwife outside the hospital, and found to have also 
purulent endometritis. After the inj'ections of serum the temperature 
fell during ihe first twentv-four hours. In the second twenty-four houra 
!t rose, probably from the absorption of the products of bacteria. A 
srnes of eight cases occurred in which bad restflls followed the injection, 
which could be traced to contaminated scrum. It seems justifiable 
from these cases, to conclude that the serum did good. To obtain the 
best results it must be used eariy in the case and promptly. When the 
case had been going on for some time, or when the infection was an 
overwhelming and fatal one, the scrum had little effect 

The Function of the Kidneys in Pregnancy and in Eclampsia.— 
Bottneb (Archtv f. Gjm., 1906, xlix, Heft 2) contributes an interesting 
paper upon this subject After prolonged examination of the urine, and 
analysis of the food taken by pregnant patients showing engorgement of 
the kidney and edampsia, the author concludes as follows: The urine 
irom the kidney of pregnancy, from normal patients, and during eclamp¬ 
sia, shows the characteristics of kidney insufficiency, and by cryoscopv 
resembles most the urine of kidney engoigement The condition is not 
that of absolute suppression, but greatly impeded circulation of blood, 
tn eclampsia this condition seems Drought about by spasmodic contrae- 
ture of the vessels, and probably the same condition pertains in the kidney 
of pregnancy and at the time of labor. Examination by cryoscopv 
iffiows that this condition is' frequently present in normal pregnancy. 
I he redema which many patients show may be referred to thmeause. 
;?■ “eepithehum of the kidney Becomes damaged. As a result of 
this the fluids of the body have a low specific gravity, which is typical 
of pregnancy, and seems to have a definite purpose. When oedema is 
present insufficiency of the kidney is usually absent One of the 
important functions of the kidney seems to be to serve as a regulator of 
osmesis. As a result of this process the molecular concentration of the 
blood is greatly increased. The immediate cause of convulsions is 
found in arterial spasm in the brain. 


